MST Orid

MST WORLD

, News Bulletin 03/2024
S — Mission Sunday

Patron
Very Rev. Dr Vincent Kadaikattil puthenpuraM ST
Director Generdl

Chief Editor
Rev. Dr Lonappan Arangassery MST
Secretary Genera

Contributors
Membersof theMST
M anager
Rev. Fr Thomas Olapurackal MST
Treasurer Generd

Layoutand DTP
JbinMathew

Printed at
Seraphic Press, Bharananganam

Missionary Society of & ThomastheApostle
Deepti Bhavan, MelamparaPO.
Bharananganam, 686 578

MISSION SUNDAY 2024

Mission Sunday 2024




MST O¥orld

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Message from the Director General ...................... 03
Change of Address 05
News from the Generalate ..........cccceeeecereenceeeannnen 07
News from the Missions ..........ccccevveeeecceeeccceeccnnen. 15
A. St Paul Region, Ujjain ..oceeomeenmeeneereesesseesseesseesesseens 15
B. St Thomas Region, Mandya .......cccoueereenmeeneesseeneenee 17
C. St Alphonsa Region, Sangli .....ccocoeneneenmeeneeeneeneennes 18
D. MQM Region, New Delhi....ccoeneneenreneenseenenne. 24
E. St Joseph Mission, Odisha ......ccccoeenceeesnerseeesennns 36
Houses of Formation............ccoeeiceccnicncenccscnnscncnnns 39
A. Deepti Minor Seminary, Melampara.......ccccueeeneees 41
B. Jeevan Jyothi-MOC, Ganjam .........ccoeeerseeneenee 42
C. Ruhalaya Major Seminary, Ujjain ... 43
Overseas MiISSIONS ......ccccceeerecrecrnerecsscanseessssassseces 53
Other Ministries ..........ccoeiienveiinccnicnnnnecssnsccsnnsenes 55
[\ LT o1 [0 T« | 57
(01411 {TT-1 o RN 58
FAY T o T=T 3 T [ R 66

Mission Sunday 2024




MST Corild

MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR
GENERAL
Your Excdlencies, Rev Fathersand brothersin Jesus Christ,

foTmm—— Thisyear theWorld Mission Day iscel ebrated
on 20" October. Our Society being a
Eaal Missionary Society of Apostoliclifewiththe
@. thrust on the mission ad gentes, the World
Misson Day isonceagainan occasiontoreflect
on the missionary command of Jesus and to
pray for the mission of the Church. Pope
Francishastaken thetheme® Go and inviteeveryoneto the banquet”
(cf. Mt 22:9) for hismessage on Mission Sunday 2024. Pope has
chosen thisfrom the Gospel parabl e of the wedding banquet found
inthe gospel according to St Mathew (22:1-14). After the guests
refused hisinvitation, theking, the main character inthe story, tells
hisservants: “ Go thereforeto thethoroughfares, and inviteto the
marriagefeast asmany asyoufind” (v. 9). Popegivesfollowing
three pointsfor our reflections. ‘togo andinvite', ‘to participatein
themarriagefeast’, and‘inviteeveryone'.

ThePopein hismessage says, “Mission, wesee, isatire essgoing
out to all men and women, inorder to invitethem to encounter God
and enter into communion with him”. The Pope highlighting the
eschatological character of the Church’smissonary outreach cites:
“Thetimefor missionary activity extends betweenthefirst coming
of the L ord and the second.. ., for the Gospel must be preached to
all nationsbeforethe L ord shall come(cf. Mk 13:10)” (AG9).As
membersof amissionary Society, weneedtogoout ‘in seasonand
out of season’ toinvitethe people. We are called to call othersto
experiencethe Salvation brought by Jesus, the Son of God. Seeing
the present political scenario and the problemsof themodernworld
the Society should not stop inviting peopleto havefaith in Jesus
Chrig.
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Missonwork beginsfrom Eucharigtic ceebration and theculmination
of themission work isto form Eucharistic communities (SC 10).
Citing Pope Benedict XV, Pope Francissays. “ Every Eucharistic
celebration sacramentally accomplishestheeschatol ogical gathering
of thePeopleof God. For us, the Eucharistic banquet isared foretaste
of the final banquet foretold by the prophets (cf. Is 25:6-9) and
described by theNew Testament as‘ themarriage-feast of theLamb’
(Rev 19:9), to be celebrated in the joy of the communion of the
sants’ (Sacramentum Caritatis, 31).

Pope Francis in the message says, “The invitation to the
eschatological banquet that we bring to everyonein our mission of
evangdizationisintringcaly linked totheinvitationtothe Eucharistic
table, wherethe L ord feedsuswith hisword and with hisBody and
Blood”. Thepurpose of the establishment of our Society isalsoto
gototheentireworld andinvitethe peopleto thisbanquet. All our
work should be oriented to form Eucharistic communities. Our
Constitution & Directives clearly statesthe goal of the Society.
“Thegod of themissionary activitiesof MST isto establish Chrigtian
communitiesand devel op Churchesto their full maturity (cf. RM
48)” (C43). Thespiritudity of the Society ismissionary in natureto
inviteal the peoplearound the altar.

Onthisoccasion | would liketo appreciateall our priestswho are
at present inthe mission field doing wonderful apostolatestowitness
Chrigt. Let uspray for themission of theentire Church. Wishingyou
afruitful missonary lifeand sharing withyou thewarmest greetings
of World Mission Day!

Fr. Vincent Kadalikkattil puthenpura
Director General
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS &
PHONE NUMBERS

1. FrArackkaputhenvestil Lijo, isrelieved Vicar Ja Matha
Church Bedshi and appointed asVicar Infant Jesus Church &
Manager DivyaJyoti School, Banda.

2. FrAzakathu Sjuisappointed Principa, AlphonsaSchool Mirg,
Sangli

3. FrChakiriamthadam Josephisappointed at 6, Greenock Court,
GreenvaeVIC 3059, Australia, Ph: +61420418132

4. FrKarickamukalel Benny isappointed Priestin Chargeat St
Paul Catholic Church, Lasuldiya- Kelwa, Nalkheda P.O.
Agar-MawaDt. M.P. 465 445

5. FrKizhakkarakatt Johnisappointed as Director of Alphonsa
Parents CareHome, Lanja

6. FrKolthambrayil Sjuisreieved asAssstant Director Jeevadan
Zarap and appointed as Director Vishwadeepthi Kolhapur.

7. Fr Koorumundayil Anish isappointed asAssociate Director
Socid Action,

8. FrKoottargppalil Chackochan: 1003 Gurukul Tower ‘ A'wing,
Near SBI Dahisar West branch, Jaywant Sawant Marg Borivali
West Mumbai 400 068

9. Fr Kuppayil Johnson: St Joseph’s Convent Akaparambu,
Vappalaserry P.O., Angamaly —68357. +393508152045

10. Fr Matthaseril Alan, isrelived from Sangli Mission
11. Fr Naduvilekizakkd Bennet: relieved from Sangli Mission

12. Fr Mundaplackd Sijo: Director, Snhesbavan, Anadha ayam, Kdi
Piyau, 72 SuryaKunj, Dichaon Moud, Ngafgarh, New Delhi,
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110043.

13. Fr Panackavayadlil Lijesh: Director, SuvathaPrinters, Halandi,
Kolhapur.

14. Fr Pattasseriyil Abhilash: 1stituto San Giovanni Damasceno, Via
di Boccea480, 00166 Roma, Italy.

15. Fr Thaiparambil Robin: Principa DivyaJyoti School, Banda.

16.Fr Tharapputhottiyil Josin: Assistant Director
Deepti Gardans, Mulas,

17. Fr Thazhathuveettil Devasia: Aaram Melampara-686578,
Kottayam Dt, Kerala

18. Fr VadakeputhenpuraSiby, isrelieved from Alphonsa Parents
CareHome, Lanja& appointed astheAssistant priestin charge
at Shanti Nivas, Khutalwadi

19. Fr Vadakkemuri Neyoor Lijo, isrelieved Principal, Alphonsa
School Mirg

20. Fr Vedikkunnd Arun: Vicar Jai MathaChurch, Bedshi.
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1. NEWSFROM THE GENERALATE

1.1. & ThomasDay Celebrations

St Thomas Day was cel ebrated in advance on the 1% of July at the
Generalate. Priestsand Religious sistersfrom the neighbouring
Ingtitutions, parishesand conventswereinvited for the celebration.
The chief guest was Major Archbishop Mar Raphagl Thattil who
wasaccorded awarm welcomeat 4.45 pm ontheday. At 5.00 pm
Mar Raphael Thattil celebrated Holy Qurbana, concel ebrated by
theDirector Generd, Councillorsand other priestsaswell asinvited
guests and seminarians. Holy Qurbana was followed by Feast
celebration and felicitation to Mar Raphael Thattil who madehis
formal visit to Deepti after becoming the Major Archbishop. The
cel ebrationsended with dinner shared by al the guests.

1.2. Meeting of the Gener al-Regional Administration

The second annual meeting of the members of the Genera
Adminigrationwiththemembersof theRegiond Adminigtrationwas
heldfromAugust 4108, 2024. TheDirector Generd andtheRegiond
Directorspresented abrief report of theactsof Generd and Regiond
Councilsrespectively. It wasfollowed by eva uation, planning future
programmesand fixing priorities. The Generd Administration met
theRegiona Teamsseparately to discussand listento their concerns
andpriorities.

1.3. Financial Council Mesting

Thefinancial Council washeld onthe 8" of August 2024 to discuss
and recommend the budget proposal s of the Regionsand Centres
to the General Council for approval.

1.4. Gathering of the 6" batch of Deepti

A specid gathering of dl thosewho studied at Deegpti Minor Seminary
in the 6" batch was organized from 21 to 22 August, 2024 at the
Genardaeby Fr G Panjikaran ontheoccasion of the 50" anniversary
of their admission to Deepti in 1974. On the 22™ the group had
Qurbanaat theMinor seminary and lunch at the Genera ate. Fourteen
priestsand 11 lay people cametogether onthe occasion.

Mission Sunday 2024




MST O¥orild

1.5.Major Archi-Eparchial Assembly

The5" major Arciepiscopa Assembly washeld fromAugust 22to
25 at Alphonsian Pastoral Ingtitute, Arunapuram, Palal. TheDirector
General, Fr Vincent Kadalikattil puthenpura, participated in the
Assembly. Rev.Fr Jomon Ayyankanal presented on 23 August a
paper intheAssembly ontheroleof thelaity inthemission of the
Church.

1.6. Visitor sfrom Sagar and Mundur

A group of priestsand lay peoplefrom the eparchy of Sagar visited
Deepti Generalate on August 26. Another group from the
neighbourhood of SanthomeM ST house, Mundur, visted Generdate
under theleadership of Fr Cheeramvdlil.

1.7. September 16-17: General Team with MQM Region
Theentire Centrd team, except Fr JomonAyyankand, visited MQM
Region Delhi on 16" and 17" of September and met themissionary
personnel of Mary Queen of theMissionsRegion Delhi. Theteam
reached Dehi intheevening. Onthe 17" morning, theHoly Qurbana
was presided over by the Director General and was concel ebrated
by the Generd Councillorsand Treasurer Genera. The Central team
spent the time with the missionary personnel of the Region from
10.30 amt04.30 pm. After teathe Central team visited the newly
purchased Seva Sadan and on theway back visited the Vincentian
provincid house.

1.8. Sept. 16, 2024: Return of Fr Thazhathuveettil

Rev.Fr Binoy Thazathuveettil wasflownto Keralaon the 16" of
September, accompanied by Fr Baiju Nelikunne and Fr Jiji Ettaniyil
and wasadmitted at CaritasHospital, Thellakom. At present heis
recuperating and taking rest at Aaraam.

1.9. Sept. 18, 2024: Visit of General Team to Ujjain

The Central team landed in Ujjain on the 18" of September, 2024
and met themissonary personnd of St Paul’sMisson Region, Ujjain.
The meeting with the MST missionaries of Ujjain Region was
organised at Pawasa School from 5.00 pm to 8.30 pm. In the
meeting, various points of common concern were discussed and
observation made. Themeeting ended with dinner. Bishop Sebastian

Mission Sunday 2024




MST Corild

Vadakel and Bishop Ephrem Kurisummoottil, the auxiliary of
K ottayam joined the missionariesfor dinner.
1.10. Sept. 19-21, 2024: General Team in Ruhalaya
TheDirector General, the Formation secretary and the Treasurer
Generd met the staff and studentsof both Philosophy and Theol ogy
sections separately. They also met all the members of the staff in
common and listened to their concernsand suggestions.
1.11. General Team visitsKarondia& Chandessary
TheDirector General Fr Vincent along with Fr Thekkekarot, and
Fr Lonappan Arangassery visited Fr Abraham Pandampadam at
Karondia and Fr Thomas Kalarickal, Fr Thalanany, and other
Fathersat Chandessary on Sept. 21, 2024 intheevening. They had
supper at bishop’shouse and met Bishop Vadakel and discussed
meattersof common interest withhim.
1.12. General Team visitsKhachrod, Mandasaur & Ratlam
The Director General Fr Vincent, Fr Thekkekarot, Fr Lonappan
and Fr Santhosh visited the M ST priestsinthe mission centresat
Khachrod, Mandasaur, and Ratlam on 22 September 2024.
1.13. Demiseof Fr Peter Kavumpuram
Fr Peter Kavumpuram (69) M ST whowasserving at DilasaBhavan,
Mirg in StAlphonsaMission Regionwascalled
by the Lord suddenly and unexpectedly for his
eterna reward at 7.55 pm on September 24,
A 2024 at Bharathi Medical College Hospital,
Y Mirgj, Sangli Dt, Maharastra. After completing
theformalitiesat Bharathi Vidyapith Medical
College, Mirgj, the body of Rev. Fr Peter
Kavumpuram was brought to St Alphonsa Forane Churchto bid
farewell to the parishioners of Mirgj parish and the missionary
personne of S AlphonsaMisson Region, Sangli. Fr Peter wasone
of theformer parish priestsat St AlphonsaForane Church Mirg)
and Manager of the School. After the prayers officiated by the
Regional Director Very Rev.Fr Thomas Mangalthil, the Regional
Councillors, theparish priest, the priestsand Sstersof Sangli Mission,
theteachers, parishionersand theinmates of DilasaBhavan, Mirgj,
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the body was taken to Bangalore at 11.30 pm, accompanied by
Rev. Fr Lijo Kavunnukattil, Fr Shaji Parayankuzhyil, Fr Biji
Kudukkamthadam and Fr Justin Kanat. The body was embalmed
at St John’sMedical CollegeinBangalore.

1.14. Last Ritesand Funeral of Fr Peter

After embalming the body, the M ST priestsin Bangal ore prayed
theoffice of the Dead at 2.00 pminthe presence of afew relatives
of Fr Peter. The
body was, then,
takento Dharmagiri
Hospital,
Kothamangdam. Fr
& Jomon was present
I ot the Hospital to

il ’gn.: ;‘@@ :

Dharmagl ri Hospltal
Kothamangalam at §
0.50 am on 26th
Thursday, 2024. The |
mortal remains of Fr
Peter were brought
home at Karakunnam
on 26/09/24 at 5.00
pm and kept in St
MarysParish hall Karakunnam at 6.00 pm.
Thefirst part of thefuneral liturgy wasofficiated by Mar George
M adathikandathil, the bishop of Kothamangalam at 7.15amon
27/09/2024 in the parish at Karakunnam. The body wasthen brought
to Deepti
Aaramat 9.30
am on 27/09/
4 2024. The
body waskept
. L for public
viewinginthe
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Hall near Deepti
Public chapel.
The Director
General and the
8 members of the

| Q4 :
$ o General Council
o Wl o B prayedtheoffice
S e o ;T et . @ of the Dead
before commencing the public viewing.

Mar Joseph Kallarangatt, the bishop of Palai, offered respectsto
deceased Fr Peter and prayed the office of the dead. Rt Rev. Dr
Silvester Ponnumuthan, the bishop of Puna oor and classmate of Fr
Peter, shared his experiences with Fr Peter and prayed for the
deceased with the other classmateswho were present.

Thesecond part of thefunerd Liturgy began at 1.30 pmandit was
led by the Director Generd. Thebody wasthen shifted tothe public
chapel wherevery Rev.Fr Director General spoke onthelifeand
apostolate of Fr Peter Kavumpuram. It was followed by Holy
Qurbanapresided over by Mar Thomas Elevanal. Mar Sebastian
Vadakel, Rt Rev. Dr Silvester Ponnumuthan and Rev.Fr Vincent
Kadalikattil puthenpuraconcel ebrated. A good number MST and
other priestsespecialy thefriendsand classmatesof Fr Peter so
concele-brated. Besides, therewere many, relatives, religiousand
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lay faithful who participated in the celebration. Mar Bosco Puthoor
preached thehomily after the Gospd. After the Qurbanaand farewel |
services, the body wastaken to the cemetery for thefinal phase of
funeral Riteswhichwaspresided over by Mar Sebastian Vadake.
TheM ST rememberswith gratitudeall thosewho send condolences
messages, thebishops, priests, religious, relatives, political leaders,
neighbours, well-wishers, andlay faithful who cameand paid repects
to the departed.

1.15. Young Priests M eet 2024

The Ongoing Formation programmefor Young Priests(Ordination
Batches: 2019-20 to 2023-24) was held from 9 to 11 October

Y o s 2024 at Deepti Bhavan.
——— __ === A totdl of 30 young

==& priests participated in
| this4-day programme.
~ Very Rev. Fr Vincent
: Kadalikattilputhenpura,
& the Director General,
inaugurated the

gathering at 6.30 p.m. on 9 Octaober.

In his inaugural address, the Director General reminded the
participantsof their identity asmissionary priestscalled to witness
to Christinall circumstances. He emphasi zed that, astime passes,
an apostle of Christ may faceturbulenceinidentity andfaith, and
theway to avoid such dangersisto safeguard priestly lifethrough
theWord of God, together with an unwavering commitment totheir
gpogtolates. Rev. Fr Joseph Thekkekarott exhorted theyoung priests
to cultivateamissionary spirituality groundedinthe Word of God
and the Eucharist. In his welcome speech, Fr Ilvan M uthanatt
encouraged the

identity frommere j§
activists L
apostles of the Zys
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Gospel. Rev. Fr Jomon Ayyankanal urged that, as missionaries,
priestsmust adopt alifestyle capable of bearing fruit bothin season
and off-season. Rev. Fr Lonappan Arangassery addressed thegroup
ontheimportance of writing and keeping persona accountsaswell
asthe accounts of the office held by them aswell asthe need for
persond integrity and honesty in keeping common accountslinking
itwiththeir spiritual lives.

On the second day in the morning session, Mr Siju Thomas
Alenchery gave inputs on “Catholic Leadership Skills.” He
emphasized thet professiond lifeskillsmust bedigned withtheWord
of God—seen asamiraculousand powerful tool—to becomegreat
leaders. Onthethird day, Rev. Fr. Jose Suresh, OFM Cap., guidﬂe_d

a session titled “The Non-Priesthood,” exploring a model of
the priesthood after the exampl e of Jesus, anon-Jew. He stressed
that today’ s priestsmust risefrom their prophetic roletoamessianic
one, not only identifying problemsbut alsoworking to hed them. Dr
Susan George, Principal and National Trainer of JCI, gave an
indghtful presentation on cyber security and cybercrimes, highlighting
the permanenceof digital footprints. Sheurged that the priestswho
aregpostiesof Christ must exercisecautionintheir digita behaviour.
Thefind day wasdedicated to batch gatheringstofacilitateinteraction
between the priests of the same batch to enhance unity among
themselves, motivation and commitment to priestly ministry. The
ongoing formation programmefor young priestswas organized by
Fr Ivan Muthanatt, the Councillor in Charge assisted by Fr Roby
Adapoor the coordinator. The programme concluded on 11 October
2024.

Mission Sunday 2024




MST O¥orild

1.16. TIESS Conferenceon Education

Fr. Vipin Vanmelil, Fr. Subin Puthuppalliyil and Fr. Lithosh
Karingadayil attended the TIESS the International Educationand
Sill Summit, from 18 to 20 September 2024, in Delhi. The
International Education & Skill Summit (TIESS) isheld currently
with Didac India Exhibition every year. TIESS is the global
education and skillsdidogue emphas Zing onvariousadvancements

and developmentsin theinternational education scenariowitha
gpecid focusonIndia It offersaplatformto government and private
organizations, inditutionsand individua sto network, learn, and share
their experiencesin thefield of education and skill development. It
isanetwork to bring together the pass onate educators, leadersand
expertson oneplatform. Thekey topicsdiscussed inthisconference
arethe challengesand opportunitiesin education and skillsglobally
and recognizestheimportance of knowledge-based societies. This
platform gave an opportunity to learn and experience thegrowing
demand for devel opment and growth in the education and skills
sector worldwidewith aspecia focusonIndia
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2.NEWSFROM THE MISSIONS
A. & Paul Region, Ujjain

2A.1. Gatheringwith Director General and Central Team

> = — . |
A gathering of all MST fathersworking within St Paul’s Region,
Ujjanwasorganized withthe Director Generd, Generd Councillors
and the Treasurer General on 18" September 2024. The Director
General and histeam interacted with the membersof the Society.
TheDG presented briefly theactivitiesof the Generd Adminigtration
during the past one year and the action plan of the general
administration for the coming years. The Regional Director also
sharedasummary of thevariousactivitiesof S Paul’sMissonRegion,

s b

Ujjain. The membersinteracted with the Administrative team on
various pointsof common interest. The gathering was concluded
withanAgapeinwhich Bishops Sebastian Vadakd and Geevarghese
Mar Aprem, theAuxiliary Bishop of theArchdiocese of Kottayam
also participated.

Mission Sunday 2024



MST O¥orild

2A.2. Exposur e Programme: Deaconsfrom Mary Matha

Twenty five Deacons, fromMary w
MathaMagjor Seminary, Thrissur,
had their Missionary exposure &
programmein Ujjainwhichwas
organized at the Regional House,
Ujjainfrom 16" Sept. 16" to 28"
September 2024. They had M |ssology classes, or| entatl onfor Hi nd|
I|turg|cal sarvices, village exposure programmes sharing sessions
7% by Missionaries

& c8Rdof Ujjain on

jvariou s

S opportunities of

village ministry,
cultural and religious context of Ujjain Mission etc. On 28"
September two deacons each were sent to various mission centres
of UjjainMissionfor direct live-in experience of our Missions.

2A.3. M ST Renewal Programmein Ujjain Region

The first phase of
the Missionary
Renewal
Programme
initiated by the
Generalate was
conductedinsmall
= groups in 10
W% Centres in Ujjain
Region from 3"to 12" October 2024 under theleadership of Rev.
Frs James Kurukilamkatt, Saju Thuppalanjiyil and Scaria
Thamarakkatt.

@ g@@J@Q @'

-
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B. S ThomasRegion, Mandya
2.B.1. DukranaCedebration

Thefeast of St ThomastheA postlewas cel ebrated very solemnly
and Mar Sebastian Adayantharath was the main celebrant at the
Holy Qurbana. Bishop gave aninspiring and spiritualy nourishing
homily during the Holy Qurbana. After the Holy Qurbanaall the
missionariesof Mandyaregion gathered together in theauditorium
for thecelebration.

2B.2. M ajor Transferswithin theRegion

Rev. Fr George Olickal took charge asthe manager and Director of
Sevasadana and Divya Jyothi School Halagur. Fr. Jayaprasad
Kalupuraparampil took chargeasthe principal of SanthomePublic
School, Mandya. Fr Binoy Kadankavil isappointed asthe principa
of DivyaJyoti School, Koppaand Fr Pradeepan Punnakuzhy as
the principal of Santhome PU. College, Mandya. They will take
chargeinthefirst week of November 2024.

2B.3.Missionary Meet in the Region

A missionary meet was conducted on 9" September for thosewho
work withintheregion. Themeeting commenced at 6.00 pm. During
themeeting all themissionariesshared the progressof their work in
their respectivemisson stations. It got over by 8.00intheevening.

2B.4.Visit of Renewal Team

TheMST Renewd
team visited
Mandya mission
from 24™ to 30"
Augus, 2024. They
visited all the
missionaries
workingwithinthe
Region. The team
visited the
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A A e [— missionary personalsin
11 I ‘ | | ' different groups. They
b ‘ ‘ é dividedthemissonaries
i to five groups and the
- missionaries in each
group shared their
el ~views, concerns and
T e R experiencesin different
ways. The team _
created a
prayerful
amosphereinthe
groupand shared |
their views also.
All thefathers of

the Region L J
welcomed them and cooperated withthe team

2B.5.Visit toAdilabad Mission

Very Rev. Fr. Sojan Aikkarakunnel, the Regional Director
and Fr Shijo Thettalicka, the Regional Procurator visited Adilabad
mission. TheMissonisgrowing fast and theschool building of Ichoda
school is in progress under the leadership of Fr Sunny
Tharapputhottiyil, the mission Co-ordinator and Fr Sherit
Kappiyarumaayil, themanager of theschool.

C. &. AlphonsaRegion, Sangli
2C1. Ceebration of Dukrana

Themissionary personnel of  EZ5%
S. AlphonsaRegion, Sangli |
cametogether on July 2™ at
6 pm to celebrate the Feast
of Dukhranaof St. Thomas
the Apostle at
Vishwadeepthi, Kolhapur.

*Eﬂ*/k
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TheHoly Qurbanain Marathi wassolemnly celebrated by Fr. Joshy
Michael Vazhakkattu as

the main celebrant. Fr. ﬁ 1?27‘- W lf'l:-
Joseph Thekkekarottu, & ™  § % | "
theViceDirector Generdl -

of theMST, ddiveredthe = ~&&* S
homily, shedding light on
the significance of the
martyrdom St. Thomas |
and its relevance to |+
contemporary Christian
life

Following the Holy Qurbana, al assembled together to exchange
festal greetings and wish thosewho bear thename‘ Thomas' . The
gathering al so wel comed the new membersto the Region fostering
and strengthening the sense of the community and bel ongingness.
Rev Fr George Kavukatt and Fr John Kizhakkarakatt who
completed 75 yearswerefelicitated on the occasion by cutting a
cakeand giving them ashawl. Thefestive cel ebrationwas concluded
withdinner.

2C2. Education M eeting

The Sangli Mission Society’s education meeting took place at
Santhome School, Sangli, on July 17" 2024. The managers,
principals, and vice-principalsof the schoolsof the society werethe
participants. Mr. Bahubai Ral, member of ZillaPanchayat Education
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Office and arenowned resource person, conducted a session on

effective office documentation and administration. After lunchthe

participantsengaged themsalvesin acollaborative planning session

for the upcoming academic year. The following were the key

decisons

- Implementation of common question papersfor terminal
examingions

- Hosting the SANFO Football Tournament at Santhome
School, Sangli

- Adoption of common software acrossschools

The meeting was aimed at fostering unity, standardization, and
excdlencein educationwithinthe Sangli Mission Sodiety’ singtitutions
Theparticipantsappreciated very much theinformative sesson and
fruitful discussions, looking forward to aproductive academic year.

2C3. Gatheringsfor Spiritual Rguvenation

Thepriestsof theAlphonsaRegion, Sangli, regularly cometogether
for monthly recollection, seeking spiritua rgjuvenation and renewd.
IntheAugust gathering, heldin AlphonsaSchoal, Yadrav, Fr. Jobin
Edamanasseril shared athought-provoking reflection, inspiring the
priests to deegpen their faith and commitment. The September
gathering for recollection was held at Santhome School, Belgavi,
and Fr. Bijo Vadakkethaackal gave aningghtful talk which hel ped
theprieststo re-examinetheir ministry and spiritud journey.

2C4.Mary Matha Church Celebrates Feast of Mary

The Parishionersand the Missionaries of the Region celebrated the
feast of the Nativity of Blessed Virgin Mary with Devotion and Joy
at Mary Matha Church, Chiplun from August 31% to September 8,
2024. Rev. Fr. Tom Mangalathil M ST, Syncellus of the Eparchy of
Kayan and Regiona Director, graced the occasi on and cel ebrated
solemn Holy Qurbana. Fr. Vipin Vanmelil, Principal of Santhome
School, Tasgeon, ddivered homily, shedding light onthesgnificance
of thenativity of Mother Mary. TheHoly Qurbanawasfollowed by
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processi on and agape meal (Sheha Virunnu) enhancing unity and
loveinthecommunity.

2C5.ATributetoRev. Fr Peter Kavumpuram

Our beloved Peter achan’s sudden demisewasagreat shock toall
of usinthemission and everyonewhom he met during hisearthly
sojourn. He departed from us on Tuesday 24 September 2024 at
7.55 pm at Bharati Vidyapith Medical College hospital Mirgj.
Peterachan’sdeathwasagreat lossto M ST and to Sangli Mission.

A Smiling Face Faded

Fr Peter dwaysappeared with asmiling Face. Everyone couldfind
happinessin hispresence. After hearing the newsof hisdeath, a
friend of Fr Peter from the UK Deacon Joicewrotethat Fr Peter
has spread asmile on everyone' sface. Heisavery good and down
to earth pastor. Weall will missFr Peter. Let the Lord reward him
for the prayershe offered and the Holy Qurbanas he cel ebrated on
hisbehaf, our behaf and on behdf of thewholemankind. Although
hisdayson earth haveended, thememorieson Peterachanwill remain
awayswithus. Hewill alwaysliveinour hearts...

Peter achan wasa Good Pastor and a Priest with full of Vibes

Hewasagood pastor who touched the hearts of everyonehe met.
Hespent hislifefor the people of God. Hewasnever tired of caring
for the people he served. Hewaswith the people, for the people
and one among themwho had the smell of the sheep. Aswereadin
theepistle of St Paul to Timothy, “I havefought the good fight, |
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havefinished therace, | have kept thefaith...therighteousjudge,
will awardtomeonthat Day..” (Tim4: 7). Thesewordsarefulfilled
inhim. Hewasawaysonthemoverunning hisracehereonearth. ...in
looking after the spiritual and pastoral needs of the people who
were entrusted to his care by the Church. In hisfuneral message
Bishop Bosco Puthur said that Fr Peter hasruninto the heaven.

Peterachan had aFatherly and Motherly Heart

Fr Peter wasredlly acaring, loving and ahelping priest. Heiswell

known for hishospitality and helping and caring nature. Hewasa
very good cook and most of the peoplewhom he camein contact
withmight havetasted his‘ Pidiyum Kozhiyum’ and his* Fruit sdlad'.

Hewasvery generousin giving. When hewasthedirector of Dilasa
Bhavan wherethe HIV infected and affected children are taken
careof, they werevery closeto hisheart and heloved the Children
like aFather or Mother.

Peter achan wasa man of Positive Outlook

Fr Peter had alwaysapositive outlook towardslife. He celebrated
hislifewherever hewas. Heenjoyed hislife. Hewasapersonwithout
any negativeor ill feelingsor bitterness. Hewasvery innocent, a
friend of al andafriendtoall.

Peter achan wasa M an of Faith and lived it

Weread inthe L etter of St James chapter 2: 14ff that Faith without
worksisdead. Thiswasexplicitly evidentinthelifeof Fr Peter. “So
fath by itsdf, if it hasnoworks, isdead... .faith gpart fromworksis
barren...” (James2: 17ff). Fr Peter wasvery strongin hisfaithand
helived and practicedit. Sotoo, hewasaman of action moved by
faith. Fr Peter could accommodate and live with anyone whether
priest or seminarians. All were motivated and inspired by hislife.

An EnthusiasticMissionary

When Fr Peter Kavumpuram was the Regional Director of St
AlphonsaRegion, the Fathersof Sangli Mission usedto say that Fr
Peter wasadwaysonthemovelikeatruemissionary. Hewasvery
much enthusiastic to start new apostolatein the mission and to start
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new mission stations. Hewasavery hard working missionary who
served theMission asRegiond Director and Priest-in-charge of the
mission stationsin Sangli Mission, namely Khed, Ratnagiri, Mirg),
Dilasaetc. ItisFr Peter who started the Anugraha Specia School
at Khed intheyear 2000.

Weread abeautiful instanceinthe Gospel of Mark whereawoman
who cameto Jesuswith an alabaster jar of ointment to anoint him.
And Jesussad: “wherever thegospd ispreached inthewholeworld,
what she hasdonewill betold in memory of her...” (Mk 14: 3ff)
Thissaying of Jesus can also be applied to Fr Peter.

Wewill definitely missFr Peter Kavumpuram. Thereisafedling of
emptinessall around inthe absence of Fr Peter. However, hewill
liveinthe hearts of many. Let hislegacy be appropriated by all in
thelr missionary journey and work for the greater glory of God by
remaining faithful to our missonary vocation. Dear Peter Acha, may
your soul restin Peace! May the Good L ord grant you Eternd Bliss?

Regional Administration

Congratulations to
Rev. Fr Beneesh Kizhakeparampil
who successfully completed M. Phil.
in Social Work
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D. MQMD Region Delhi
2D1. General News
i. Dukrana Celebration:

S Thomasday was celebrated in Deepti Ashram, Ngjafgarhon 7
July. Rev. Fathersfromdifferent partsof Delhi Region and thestudents
from Spain gathered in Deepti Ashram for the cel ebration. Rev. Fr.
M. D. Thomas Celebrated holy Qurbanaand enriched everyone
withhismessage.

ii. Visit of Sudentsfrom Barcelona

Studentsfrom Barcelonavisited
Dehi Regionfor their internship.
They had their one month g#
internshipinour ingtitution under
the guidance of Rev. Fr. Joby
Kappiparambil. They visited
Deepti Ashram, Snehabhavan and Gyan Sarovar Bhal aswaand
had their practical experiencefor onemonth.

iii. Visit of General Team
Rev Fr. Vincent Kaddlkatulputhmpura, (D.G) andcounullorsmaje

their official visit to St Mary Queen of mission Regionon 16-18
September 2024. The Genera Team had meetingwith Priestsinthe
Region on 17". The meeting started with Holy Qurbanaand public
meeting thereafter. Thevisit of general team helped Prieststo share
their viewsand concernsabout the Region.
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2D2. Deepti Ashram, Najafgar h
I. Independence & Feast of Assumption

Deepti Ashram celebrated Independenceday
and Feast of Assumption on 15th August. Rev. Q’
Fr. Justin Kaithottumkal wasthe chief guest of r—
day and hoisted theflag Rev. Fr. Justininspired
the children with his message the children of Deepti Ashram
performed cultural Programme and cel ebrated the day solemnly.

ii. RakshaBandhan

Deepti Ashram cd ebrated Rakshabandan day solemnly. Thechildren
tied Rakhison the hands of boys. It wasan occasion to strengthen
therel ationship between the children.

iii. Onam Celebration

Onam was
celebrated in
Deepti Ashram
on 15th
September. The
parishioners of

e Sacred heart
Parlsh Najafgarh V|S|ted Deeptl Ashram and prepared food for
everyone. They conducted cultural programme and everyone had
lunch together. On 21 Saturday, the members of Deepti foundation
gatheredin Deepti Ashram and celebrated Onam. It wasan occasion
for themembersof different projectsto cometogether and strengthen
theunity between the membersof Deepti foundation.

iv. Medical Camp

Medical camp was
conducted in Deepti E
Ashram by S. HEEe*a
Sisters under the ks
guidanceof Sr. Linet. R
Two Doctors(Dr Lylas &'
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and Jees) and three sisterswere part of theteam. They examined all
thechildren both boysand girlsand gavethem medicine.

v. Independence Day Celebration

The 77th anniversary of Indian Independence was solemnly
celebrated on August 15th. TheHoly Qurbanawasinthemorning
followed by flag hoisting inwhich most of the people participated.

vi. Nativity of Mother Mary

The Nativity of Mother Mary was ‘
celebrated on 8™ September with solemn
Holy Qurbanafollowed by cutting of cake.
A chainrosary recitation was conducted on
8" September.

2D3. & Joseph’sBhavan, Bathinda
I. & Thomas Convent School
a. Thelndependence Day Celebration

e vl v i The students and the staff of the
24 & 4 2 school celebrated Independence

s Day. Students from each class

~ performed various programmes
which garted at 8:30 amintheschool
auditorium. Fr. Sojan, theprincipal,

presided over thefunction.
b. TheTeacher’sDay Celebration

The school celebrated the TR o
Teachers day in the
auditorium with various [§ —a.
cultural presentationssuch &
as music, dances, skits g
highlighting teecher-student
relationship, etc. The
programmes provided an opportunity for studentsto expresstheir
gratitude and affection towardstheteachers.
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c. Sportsday

The studentsof St Thomas convent school participated indifferent
sportsand games competitionsorganised at block level and obtained
meda sinindividua and groupitems.

i. VISI'[ of Blshop Mar Jacob M anathothathu

I Mar Jacob
Manathothathu,
¥, Emiritus of the

) diocese of Palaghat,
oo withthepriestsof the
= eparchy of Palakkad
<y whowork in Dabwali
visited the M ST Mission on 24" September.

2D4. Christuraja Chur ch, Barkandi
i. Dukhrana Celebration

Christurgja Church Barkandi celebrated the feast of St Thomas
solemnly. The local Punjabi Catholic Christians added to the
community wereintroduced to Syro Maabar traditionsand practices
and the cel ebration of Dukhrana hel ped them to understand more
about St Thomas and Syro Malabar Church. The feasts of St
Alphonsaand St John MariaVianney werea so celebrated praying
for their intercession.

Ii. Reopening of Tuition Centrein Barkandi

A tuition centrefor thechildren for standard | to 10was conducted
in Barkandi village. Thisyear thetuition centrewas shifted to the
church building and the classesstarted from July 4, 2024. Thereare
around 25 studentswho regularly attend thetuition classes.

iii. Independence Day Celebrations

ThelIndian Independence day celebrationinthetuition centrewas
an occasion to expressour devotion and respect to the motherland.
The studentsof thetuition centre performed varioustraditiona and
patriotic programmeswhichincluded speech, poemrecitation, drama,
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danceetc.
iv. Other activities

We conduct prayer servicesin houses, conduct Friday adorationin
the Church and Holy Mass on Sundaysin the village which are
attended by agood number of faithful.

2D5. Garrison Cantonment Church, Bathinda
i. Celebration of Feasts

The feasts of the
l Dukhranaof St Thomeas,
« St Alphonsa, St John
2 Maria Vianey,
&&9 Assumption of Mother
g Mary and Indian
U Independence Day were
S W cdebratedintheGarrison
Cantonment Church, Bathinda. Rev. Fr Sha jinArackaparambil was
themain Celebrant of G .
the Dukhrana g
Celebration in the 8
Cantonment Church. 7%
There was solemn ‘_.- N
processionaroundthe f §'
Church proclaiming '
and professingour faith &=
bequeathedtousby St
Thomeas, our Father infaith.

'U

ii. New Church Committee

constituted for the smooth
)58 functioning of thechurch. Three
4 trusteesand one procurator are

Mission Sunday 2024




MST Orid

iii. Onam Cdebration

The garrison
church
'~ members
7 - celebrated
14 Onam  on
< Sunday 22"
__ ¥ September
after the
Eucharigticliturgy. Therewerealot fun gamesand the celebration
ended with Onasadhya

2D6. Snehabavan News
i. New Director for Snehabavan

Fr Sijo Mundaplakel took charge asthenew director of Snehabavan
Homefor theAged on 1% July 2024. Fr Joseph Kaodan, the Regiona
Director dong with Fr Joice Puliyanmacka , the Regiona Procurator
handed over the documentsto the new Director. At present there
are eight inmatesin Snehabavan and out of them three arefrom
Keralaand othersarefrom different partsof India

ii. Visitor sfrom abroad

Under theleadership of FrsAbin Kuruvanplacka and Jubil Murickan
afew studentsfrom Barcelona, Spain, visited Snehabavaninthe
last week of July 2024. Two dayswere set gpart for these students
who came in two groups. Each group comprised of eight to ten
members. One group visited us on the first day and the second
group came on the second day. It was anew experience for the
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inmates. The studentstried to teach theinmates some songs. They
performed some dancestoo to maketheinmates happy. They also
hel ped to clean the dormitoriesand dining aress.

iii. Visit of Director General and hisTeam

On September 17, Very Rev Fr Vincent Kadhalikkatil-puthenpura,
the Director Generd of MST and themembersof the Generd council
made aquick visit to Snehabaven. Some council membersit was
their first visit to the centre. All expressed satisfaction about this
new ministry. They interacted with theinmates and enquired about
them. The Director General and histeam extended their support
and we are thankful to the Director General and the Council
members.

2D7. Institute of Har mony & Peace Studies (IHPS)

v S\ A TheHPS organized
T s fheleundh of e book
S authored by Dr M. D.
Thomasand seminar
g @ on‘MissonReligious
1 Harmony’ at India
& _ Y Islamic Cultural
: Centre, on 27 July
2024, at 15.30 hours. Prof. Furgan Qamar, was the chief guest.
The other speakerswere B. S. Butola, and Dr ArchanaKaushik. A
lively interaction between the resource persons and audience
followed. The session ended at 18.00 hours. Nearly 70 persons
from different communitiesand sections of the society participated
inthe programme. TheHPS organized around table conference at
TheDehi Pars Anjuman, on 31 August 2024 on* Good Thoughts,
Good Words, Good Deeds . Many eminent persons spoke on the
occasion.
2D8. Deepti Foundation, Dilshard Garden

A group of sudentsfrom Barcel ona, Spain visited Deepti Foundation
and spent an entire month interacting with local communitiesand

\Immn Religious Harmony’

e Hall 1, India Istamic I! al Centre, New Delhi
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children. The studentsengaged closely with children and families
fromthe Bhalaswadumpyard, aswell asthechildrenresdinginthe
Deepti Ashram. During their stay, the studentsengaged in avariety
of activitiesaimed at fostering cross-cultural understanding and
supporting the foundation’s mission of improving the lives of
marginaizedindividuals. They took part in educationa workshops,
recregtional programs, and community-building efforts.
I. Priest In-Chargeat Deepti Nivas
= r’ Fr. Monse took charge
- asthePriestinchargeof
~ Deepti Nivas and the
& ProjectInchargeof the
B rag-picking project. Fr.
.\ Monsewill overseethe
y activities guidance
provided at Deepti Nivas and the on-going effortsto support the
rag-picking community through various social programmes. Best
wishesto Fr. Monse!

ii. KNH Project for Rag-Picking Children

The KNH (Kindernothilfe) project, dedicated to the holistic
development of rag-picking childrenintheBhaaswadumpyardis
renewed for another three and half years. The project focuseson
empowering marginalized children through integral development,
ensuresthat they have the opportunitiesand resourcesto overcome

poverty.

= In August and
September, the
Deepti Foundation
organized three
medical camps
amedatimproving
| health care access
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for marginalized
communities.

heldinBhaaswa &=
Dairy targeting _
the rag-picking
community, while
the third mega ' :
camp was conducted for the beneficiaries of the Manos Unithas
project. Thesecampsprovided crucia medica services, including
general health check-ups and treatment for common illnesses,
benefiting hundreds of individuals. The initiative reflects the
foundation’s on-going commitment to enhance the well-being of
vulnerable populationintheregion.

iv. SHG L eadersTraining Program

Inasignificant initiative aimed at strengthening theleadership and
fmanC|aI skillsof Self-Help Groups (SHGs), Deepti Foundation

- g successfully
¥ conducted a

SEEID " WY training program
vl ¥ 55 for SHG leaders.

4
B 28 The event saw

L4 _: the participation
SN Of qpproximately
100 leadersfrom
various SHG groups, al of whom gained valuable insights and
practical knowledge. The key sessions were led by Mr Lalu
Matthew, and Mr Febinson, who focused on theimportance of SHGs
and their rolein community empowerment. They also providedin-
depth guidance on financia management, equi pping the participants
with strategiesto ensure better financial sustainability and growth
withintheir groups. Thisinitiative by Deepti Foundation marksa
positive step towards empowering grassroots|eaders, ensuring that
SHG membersnot only contributeto their own economicwell-being
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but al so foster community devel opment. L eaders expressed their
appreciation for theknowledge gained and its potential impact on
their respective SHGs.

v. New Floor at CRC Centrein Balasuva

The CRC Centre at Balasuva, hasanewly constructed floor with
the support of Le Orientefrom France.

Fr. Joseph Karodan the Regional Director blessed thebuildingin
the presenceof Fr. Abin Kuruvanplakal, the director of the Deepti
Foundation and Fr Cyril Regional Councillor aswell asthechildren
and teachers of the CRC Centre.

Thisnew facility will providechildrenaplaceto hold their programs
and participatein variousactivities. Thisnew addition will greatly
enhance the learning environment and foster the growth and
development of the children at CRC. The Deepti Foundationis
grateful to Le Orientewhich supported theproject financialy.

2D9. Mother Teresa Mission Rurka, Dehlon, Punjab
I. &. Thomas Convent School

St. Thomas Convent
School Rurka, Dehlon
experienced vibrant
months filled with S5 - &=
enriching activitiesand § . %
celebrationssuch asthe
competitions  that ! _ ey . A
exhibited thetdentsof the g Wb
students; theinauguration ' ‘

of clubs, the celebration of Hindi Diwasetc. , Here' sthe summary
of our key activitiesin August, September, and October.

a. Martial ArtsChampionship Success

Our karate team participated in the 32nd State Open Full Contact
Martial Arts Championship at the Rotary Club, Saraba Nagar,
Ludhianaand won severa prizesand brought glory to our school.

Mission Sunday 2024




MST O¥orild

b. Independence Day Celebrations

On August 15, 2024, the
school celebrated
Independence Day with
patriotic song competition ¥ 1l
judged by Rev. Sistersfrom # §i=k ¥8 0"
the Bethany congregation. .3\ ‘-' | U |
Theeventwasmarkedbythe | 7y §
inspiring addresses by the ALk f ) e 2l LR
Principal Rev. Fr. Sogin Chirayil and the Chief GuestS Darshan
Sngh.

c. Club Inauguration Program

On August 20,
2024, the school
inaugurated various
clubs, emphasizing |
the importance of [
extra-curricular

activities, with each club leader presenting their respectiveclubs.

d. Celebratlng Excellence

The school introduced the
“Star Stthominan Award”
¢ to honor top-performing
' students in each class.

I Class4receivedthe“Best
| ClassAward,” whileClass
_. 3wonthe“BestAssembly

- . . . " Award.” The prestigious
“Best Star Stthominan Award” wasawarded to Master Sagar from
Class7 for hisoutstanding achievements.

e. Hindi DiwasCelebration

On September 16, the school celebrated Hindi Diwaswith speeches
and competitions, showcasing students’ linguistic skills and
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appreciaionfor theHindi language.
f. Swachh Bharat Activities

part of the Swachh Bharat initiative, § :
promoting environmental awareness
and community respongibility.

g. Construction Milestone

On October 2, 2024, the
concretingwork of thefirst c
floor of St. Thomas l 3 Ty

Convent School was
completed. We are very
much indebted to the
Missionary Society of St. | = = - 4
ThomastheA postlefor thefinanci aI support

Reported by Fr Sogin Chirayil
2D10. Kristjyoti CatholicMission, Rorhu

Jduly 17,2024 wasaday of grest joy for Kristjyoti Catholic Mission
Church which witnessed the administration of the sacraments of
initiation to an aspirant who hasundergonefaith formation for long
time. The presence of FathersLijo Aracka puthenveedu MST and
Sijo Mookanthottathil MST doubled thejoy.

Youth Camp and Children’sM eet

TheKTridjyoti Catholic Misson Church, Rohru, hosted avibrant three-
day Youth Camp and Oneday Children’sMeet from 21st to 23rd
July 2024. The camp was conducted by the JesusYouth volunteers,
Anu, Boban, Sumit, and Bundy. They brought fresh perspectivesto
thechildren making the program amemorableexperiencefor al the
children. Thethree-day meet whichincluded prayer service, Eucharist
adoration, spiritud classesetcleft thechildreningpired and motivated
to continuether journey of faithand learning.
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2E. S. Joseph Mission Odisha
2E1. Visit of Mar Joseph Puthenvestil

Mar Joseph Puthenvestil, theAuxiliary
Bishop of the Faridabad Diocese, visited
St. Joseph’s Mission in Odisha. He
visited the mission stations, tuition
centers, village churches, and the
surrounding villages. Hispresencewas
asourceof ingpirationfor thefaithful and
it strengthened the mission’soutreach
and fostered adeep sense of unity and
fathinthe community.

2E2. Consecration of S. Joseph’sChurch

The newly constructed St Joseph’s church was consecrated and
the Namaste MariyaRetreat centre was blessed on 20th June 2024

of Rev. Fr Santhosh CMI, the Provincia Superior of the Jagadul pur,
Fr Abraham Palathinkal, the Syncellus of the Eparchy of
Shamshabad, Rev. Fr Ivan Muthanattu, the Councillor of the
Missionary Society of St Thomas the Apostle, and Fr Jose
Cheriampanattu, the Syncellusand Coordinator of OdishaMission,
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Fr Joseph Vadkumkara, Syncellusof the Eparchy of Jagdal pur and
Sr Ann Mary, the Superior General of the Deen Bandhu Samaj
(DBS). Following the Eucharistic celebration, thenewly built Grotto
of Mother Mary was blessed by Rev. Fr Ivan Muthanattu, the
Genera Councillor of MST.

2E3. Welcomeand Farewell toMissionaries

. Joseph’'sMissionin Odishawel comed four priestswhojoined
themissionariesinthecoordination. Rev. Fr. Joseph Venattumattam,
Fr. Joshi Mullapallil, Fr. Bibin Madathiparambil, and Fr. Bino
Kannamundayil who are entrusted with the spiritual and pastoral
careof thefaithful invarious centres of OdishaMission. We hope
that their dedication and experience will greatly contributeto the
growthand vitdity of themission.

Webadefarewell to Rev. Fr. Sebastian Pezhumthottiyil, Fr. Josin
Tharapputhottiyil, and Fr. Amborse K ollamattam, who have made
significant contributionsto themission. Their dedication, service,
and leadership haveleft alastingimpact onthemisson and thepeople.
Asthey moveout with new responsibilities, we extend to them our
sincerethanksand best wishes.

2E4. Health Camp By Jyothi Marg Trust

Jyothi Marg Educational and Charitable Trust organized ahedlth
s campat JK Pur and Bissamcuttack

g%~ in collaboration with the Sacred
Heart Mission Centre, Laxmipur.
The camp wasintended to provide
essential healthcare servicestothe
@& | local population. Dr. Deenabandhu

= %/ Choudhary from Laxmipur and Fr.
Bibin Madathiparampil, the Social
Work Director of St. Joseph’'s
Mission, conducted the camp,
. offering medical check-ups and
g consultations. Their effortshelped
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sgnificantly toimprovethe health and well-being of theresdentsof
thelocality.

2E5. Retreat for Catechistsof OdishaMission

% 2 rf-‘*'! A retregt for thecatechigtsof the Odisha
& & Missionwas conducted in September
8 fromthe2¥tothe5" withapproximately
46 participants. Theretreat wasled by
& Fr.Benny Arthanakunnel MST and his
i team fromAmaaAsharam, Talsande,
“Y  Kolhapur Dt. The retreat helped the
catechissdegpentheir faith convictions,
~ remain connected totheHoly Spiritand
fodter greater devotionto Mother Mary.

2E6. Completion Tailoring Training Progeramme

The Jyothi marg |
Educational and
Charitable Trust, in

pleased to announce : -
the successful completion of afour-month tailoring training program,
which benefited 18 participants. Thisinitiativereflectsthetrust’s
dedi cation to empowering individual sthrough education and skill
development, enabling them to enhancether livelihoods.

2E7. Teachers Meset

A Teachers’ Meet was held to review the tuition classes run by
Sanjo Socid Action Centrein Bissamcuttack. Fifteen teachersfrom
14 villagesshared their pogitivefeedback about theimprovement of
studentsin their studies. The meeting began with aprayer song. Mr.
Devrg Goradia, the co-ordinator of thetuition centers, welcomed
everyone. Fr. Deleep Nalannadiyil gave an inspiring
talk on leadership.
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3.HOUSESOF FORMATION
3A. Deepti Seminary
I. Inaugur ation of theAcademic Year 2024-25

The academic year 2024-25 of Deepti Minor Seminary was
inaugurated on 18 July 2024. Rev Fr Jacob Njarolickal, the Rector
welcomed theguests. Very Rev Dr. Vincent Kaddikkaitil Puthenpura,
theDirector General of MST, presided over themeeting. Rev Dr.
Mathew Punnathanathukunnel theprincipa of AlphonsaCollege
Y EdtT coLge T ‘“i’ Pala, was the Chief

RAF Guest. Rev Dr Joseph
Thekkekarott, thevice
director  General
felicitated the staff and
brothers. The presence
of Fathers from the
ed colour to the inaugural

Deeptl campus on the occasion ado
function.

ii. Visit of the Director General.

On 31 July 2024, The Director Genera of MST Very Rev Dr.
Vincent Kadalikattil Puthenpuracel ebrated Hon Qurbanal nthe
Seminary chapel [ j -

and met the §
brothers in the
eveningandtalked W§ .
to them on the § 1=} §8y
importance of J & "}
seminary formation.

iii. Friendly Match Between
Fathers&Brothers
In connection with the Vianny Day | =
celebrations, afriendly volleyball match
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was held between Rev Fathers of Deepti Campusand the brothers
onAugust 3, 2024. Boththeteamsplayed well dthough thefathers
wonthegame.

iv. Fresher‘sDay

| On4" August 2024,
Fresher's Day was
h celebrated at Deepti
| Seminary. Very Rev
&| Fr Zacharias
L Attappatt, the
' : & | Forane Vicar of
Bharanganam Wasthechle‘ guest Very Rev FrVincent Kaddikkattil
Puthenpura, the Director General of M ST, presided over themesting.
Rev Dr Joseph Thekkekarott, theVice Director General, and Rev
Fr Jacob Njarolicka, Rector of Deepti Seminary felicitated thenew
batch. Thereare 22 new admissionsthisyear to thefirst year batch
including onefor the Eparchy of Sagar. The performance of the
newcomersinfour languageswasvery well appreciated by all.

v. Retreat for the Seminarians

to 22nd August. Rev

CMI preached the
retreat and many seminariansbenefited grestly from the preaching,
counsdlling, etc during theretrest.

vi. Vidit of theFourth Batch Fathers d
On 22 August 2024, the seminarians | 2%
wel comed the 5" batch of Deepti College #¢

amamater. Among the 19 ordained, 14 __j '
were present with lot of nostalgic &
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memories. They had breakfast with the brothers. Each one of them
shared briefly theresume of their lifeand misson whichwasvery

ingpiring.
vii. Visit of the Regional Directors

Deepti Seminary wasblessed by thevisit of the Regional Directors
on different daysin August 2024. Rev Fr Sebastian Pullatt, the
Regiond Director of UjjainonAugust, Rev Fr ThomasMangdathil,
the Regiond Director of Sangli Missionon 7" August, Rev Fr Sojan
Aikkarakunnel on 8" August, the Regional Director of Mandya,
and Rev Fr Joseph Karodan, the Regional Director of Delhi on 13"
August 2024. Everyoneof them ceebrated Eucharistintheseminary

Seminary.
viii. Visit of Mar JamesAthikalam

Mar James Athikalam, —
the Bishop of Sagar | I
diocese visited Deepti
Seminary on 1%
September, 2024. After jes
the celebration of the '
Holy Qurbana he met

the brothers from ther_

Dioceseof Sagar.




MST O¥orild

iX. Gandhi Jayanti Celebrations

On October 2™ thebrotherscel ebrated Gandhi Jayanthi by cleaning
the public road from \
the Deepti Stoptothe _|
Melamparabus stop. g
All themembersof the |
staff and seminarians FEas
actively participatedin §
it.

X. Birth Day Celebrationsof Mar Sebastian Vadakkel

On October 7" the fathers and brothers from the Deepti campus
and the Generd ate cel ebrated thebirth day of Bishop Mar Sebastian
Vadakel who celebrated Hon Qurba'lal nthesemi nay chapel aong

with the Fathersfrom the Genera ate, other houses and the minor
sEminary.

3B. MOC: Jeevan Jyoti

MOC was closed for thisyear astherewere only afew students
persevered to respond to their missionary vocation. The three
students promoted to MOC this year were sent to the MOC of
Ujjaindiocesein Kotra. They will be brought back to Sri Ranga
Patnain thelast month of the academic year.
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3C. RuhalayaMajor Seminary
i. Dukhrana Celebration

Thefeast of Dukhrana was
celebrated on the 3 of July
both in theology and
1 Philosophy sectionswith due
. fervour. His Excellency
3 : 1 Bishop Augustine
Madathikunnel, the new Blshop of Khandwa, celebrated Solemn
Holy Qurbanainthe Phi Iosophy chapel and HlsExceIIency Mar
Sebadtian Vadake 1 s
celebratedSoIemn
Raza at thel: 2
Theologate,
inaugurating the
new Hindi e
Qurbanatext on the 4th of July 2024

ii. Inauguration of theAcademic Year 2024-2025

Theacademic year 2024-2025, both of philosophy and theol ogy,
wassolemnly inaugurated
at Ruhalaya Theologate
| by HisExcdlency Bishop
+ Mar Augustine
. Madathikunnel, in the
| presence of Bishop Mar
Sebastian Vadakel, who

| presided over the
function, onthe 3rd of July 2024. Very Rev. Fr Manoj, the Rector,
welcomed the guests and al the participants to the inaugural
gathering. Boththebishops, Rt Rev. Dr Augustineand Mar Sebagtian
Vadakel highlighted theimportance of academic excellenceand
contributions. Fr Joby K oottumkal presented the schola brevisand
the brothersfrom both the Phil osophate and the Theol ogate, staged
afew cultura programmes.
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iii. Rector’sBirthday

The Ruhaayacommunity cametogether to celebrate the birthday
of the Rector, Very Rev. Fr Manoj Parackal, onthe 5" of July, with
great joy and happiness. Thece ebration beganwithaHoly Qurbana
at the Philosophate, where seminarians and the members of the
faculty gathered to offer prayersand to expresstheir heartfelt wishes.
The occasion was marked by the sentiments of joy, reflecting the
appreciation for Rector’sleadership and guidance.

iv. Inaugur ation of the VillageApostolate-Philosophate

OnJuly 7, the Ruhadayaphilosophy
section inaugurated the Village
Apostolate. Rev. Sr Deepti, DST
wasthechief guest of theceremony
and she delivered an inspiring
message, encouraging thebrothers
to embrace this mission with ZA i A\
renewed loveand dedication. Theevent marked the begr nni ng of a
committed outreach programmeto support and uplift local village
- communities. Very Rev. Fr
Manoj, the Rector, inaugurated
‘the Social Apostolate
Programmesat the Theol ogate
intheeveningonthe9th of July
' 2024. Fr Joby K oottumkal gave
| the message. The brothers

Following certainrenovationsandthe

shared therr mission ex'perrences of the previous year in their
respective placesof socia apostolate.

installation of up-to-date library ¥ Tt
software, the new E-Library at TN
Ruhdayawasofficidly openedonduly ©

v.E-Library at Philosophate
9 by theRector. Withenhanced digitd |
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resources and updated technology, the E-Library is now fully
equipped to support the research and educational needsof students
and faculty alike. Kudosto Fr Veenus Karamullil, who hastaken
the pain to upgrade the library bedecked with technological
enhancements.

vi. I naugur atlon of RCLA at Ruhal ayaPhilosophate

| TheRCLA -Ruhd ayaCultura
and Literary Academy- was
- inaugurated on July 11, 2024.
Rev. Fr Biju Cherolil, the
N -  Principa of St Thomas School,
o w Pawasa, wasthe Chief Guest.

l The event was designed to
nurturethetalents of each sxudent and the studentsdisplayed an
array of captivating performances.

vii. Blood Donation Driveto Support the Needy

Ruhalayacommunity cametogether on July 25 for anoble cause
and participated in ablood donation driveto aid thosein need. The
gesturereflected the community’scommitment to serving thesick
and lessfortunate, demondirating aspirit of solidarity and generosity.

viii. Singing Competition at Atmadarshan TV, Indore

Selected choir membersfrom both Philosophate and Theol ogate,
participated in amusic reality show, organized by Atmadarshan
TV, Indore, onthe 13" of July and glorioudy entered the semi-finals
to beheld on the 1st of November 2024.

iX. New Priests Day 2024
TheNew Priests Day 2024 Wasgraceful ly conducted on July 17-
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18, 2024. Thirteen new priestswho studied either philosophy or
theology at Ruhalayacameand participatedintheMest. A friendly
basketball match was conducted between the new priestsand the
Deacons and brothers. Bp Thomas Mathew, the new Bishop of
Indore, graced the occas on of the Convocation Ceremony on July
17 evening. Brothersstaged cultura programmes, adding flavour to
theMeet. The new priestscelebrated Holy Qurbanaon 18" inthe
mormning.

X. Extension L ecturesby Fr Bryan L obo SJ (Rome)

Rev. Fr Bryan Lobo SJ, theDean
of the Faculty of Missiology at
Pontifical Gregorian University,
Rome, led the extension lectures
on Christian Faith and Other
Religions. AMissio-Theological
Approach a RuhdayaTheologate
= onJuly 24, 2024. It wasardevant
topicin the muI t| rellgl ousconted of Indiawherequestionsabout the
uniquenessof Christian faith and relevance of other religionsare
questioned. Thelectureshighlighted theneed for on-going discussons
ontheologica and missiological formation sothat weareequippedto
moveforward with greater convictioninour gpostolic minigry.

xi. Feast of St Alphonsa

Ruhalaya Philosophate cel ebrated the Feast of St Alphonsawith
profound love and
devotion on July 27, |
2024. Rev. Fr Anoop &
Needukunnel, Ujjain, §
celebrated Holy P
Qurbana as the main '
celebrant. In the FHS S
Theologate Rev. Fr | ( ;

Joseph Muthuplacka MST celebrated Hon Qurbanaon thefeast of
S Alphonsaonthe27.
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xii. Freshers Day 2024

On the 28th of July, Ruhalaya celebrated Freshers Day at the
Philosophate, warmly encouraging the new studentsfrom both the
Theology and Philosophy sections. The Benjaminsfrom both the

Phil osophaemd Theol ogate e<h| bited their td entsthrough avariety
of performances, highlighting their creativity and vitdity.

xiii. Feast of & John MariaVianney

TheFeast of St John MarieVianney was observed with solemnity
: : and devotion at the
Philosophate on the
3rd of August. Fr
George Vadakel
(Ujjain) wasthemain
celebrant for theHoly
: P T - Qurbana and was
followed by theinauguration of the Mission Fest Lottery. Inthe
evening, thecommunity gethered for sharing and celebrating thespirit
of theday. Thefeast was celebrated at Theologateon July 3. Rev.
Fr Anoop Neendukunnel, Ujjain, wasthe main celebrant at the Holy
Qurbanainthemorning. Rev. Fr Anoop cut the cake and shared the
joy of thefeast. A badminton match was organized and the third-
year theol ogianswon thegame.

xiv. Extension Lectureby Rev. Fr C.D. Sebastian

RuhdayaTheologateorganized an
extension lectureby Rev. Fr C.D.
Sebastian on the theme *Was
Nestoriusredly Nestorian? onthe
14th of August 2024.
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xv. Debateon Artificial Intelligence
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Ruhalaya Philosophate hosted an insightful debate on the topic
“Artificid Intelligence: A Boon or Bane” onAugust 14, 2024. The
event was skillfully moderated by Rev. Fr Justin Vettukallel, who
guided thediscussionswith expertise.

xvi. Feast of theAssumption & Indian Independence

Onthe 15th of August, Ruhal ayaPhil osophate commemorated the
Feast of the ——

Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin
Mary with
solemnity. Rev. Fr
Sebastian g
Koottumkal was g
themaincelebrant = - \ ! ‘,' ol e
at the Holy | Y 'EYEaN B R :

Qurbana. It was « 1§ kB B
followed by thehoisting of thenationa flagwith variousprogrammes.
Mr. Patel, the Sarpanch of Chakk-Kamed village, graced the
occasion as the chief guest. In the Theologate, Rev. Fr Bebin
Eettayankel MST was the main celebrant at the solemn Holy
Qurbana. Mr Anil Purohit, aretired DY SP, hoisted the nationd flag
and ddlivered Independence day message. The second-year theology
brothers organi zed abadminton tournament. The deacons' team
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wonthefirst prize and thefathers' teamwon the second prize.
Xvii. Extension L ectureby Adv. Jijil Joseph

After anintensive courseto the Deacons
oncyber security and currentinterreligious
and socio-economic issues, Adv. Jijil
Joseph offered an extension lecturefor al
at the Theologate on Cyber Security,

=% lasting two and ahalf hours, on the 26th
: - of August 2026. It washighly beneficia
for al and well-appreciated.

xviii. Community Day 2024

Ruhdayacd ebrated Community Day on September 5, br| nging both
sections together. The
Rector was the main
celebrant at the Holy
Qurbana. A variety of |

group games were
: %: ’ | &
! E L;?.\__N\L

organised to foster
community spirit. The ;
celebrationscontinued intheevening at the Theol ogate, whereevery
batch staged arange of cultura performances.

XiX. Extension L ectur eon Peace Education

On September 13th, an Extension L ecture on Peace Educationwas
organized by the Philosophy
section. Rev. Dr. DennisAbraham,
Dean of Studies at St. Francis
- Xavier Regional Seminary, Agra,
| wastheesteemed resource person.
He spoke on the theme, “The
Evolution of Peace Education:
Historical Foundations,
Contemporary Practice, and
Indian Devel opments.”

Mission Sunday 2024




"~ xx.Mission Experience Sharing
" AMission Sharing sessonwasheld
at the Philosophate on September 16,
2024. Rev. Fr Patrick Joseph, an
experienced missionary from the
Dioceseof Indore, shared hiswedlth
of mission experiences, recounting
storiesof dedication and resilience.

Rev. Sr Ancy Jacob SH, one of the

X

pioneeringmissionariesin |
the diocese of Ujjain
since 1972 shared her &
missionary experiences F* =
onthe 16" of September [N
2024 inthe Theol ogate.

xxi. M aliparambil L ectures

The Maliparambil Lectures in honour of Rev. Fr Joseph
Maliparambil MST were conducted at Ruhalaya Theol ogateonthe
18th of September 2024. HisExcdlency Bishop Mar Gheevarghese
Aprem, theAuxiliary Bishop of theArcheparchy of K ottayam spoke
on‘theuseof Iconsin Oriental Christian Life'. HisExcellency Bp
Mar Sebastian Vadakel inaugurated thelectures. It was attended
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by fathersand s stersfrom neighbouring missonsand the Ruhdaya
community.

xxii. New TitlesHitting the Shelves

Bishop Mar Gheevarghese Aprem, the Auxiliary Bishop of the
Archeparchy of K ottayam and His Excellency Bp Mar Sebastian
Vadakel released the books: Religious Consciousness and God
Talk by Rev. Dr Paul Vadakeoram MST and Prathidhwany:
Vachanathin Maattolikal in Malayalam by Rev. Dr John

Kudiyiruppil MST during theinaugura function of Maliparambil
L ectureson the 18th of September 2024.

xxiii. Visit of theDirector General and Councillors

TheDirector Generd Very Rev. Fr Vincent Kaddikattil puthenpura,
accompanied by membersof the General Council and the Treasurer
General visited Ruhalayafrom September 19" to 20™. They held
mestingswith both the staff and studentsindividually and ingroups..

xxiv. Visit of the Deaconsof Mary Matha Seminary

The Deacons of Mary MathaMgjor Seminary, Thrissur, visited
RuhalayaTheologate a ong withtheir Vice Rector Fr Fregoand Fr
Davis Kavunkal on the 20th of September 2024. The Deacons
played afriendly basketball match with the theol ogy students of
RuhaayaMgor Seminary. Fr Lonappan Arangassery inaugurated
thematch.

xxv. RuhalayaMission Mela

TheMisson Fest acommon endeavour of Philasophy and Theology
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sectionswas conducted i n the Philosophate on September 22, 2024
to promotemisson awarenessand raisefund for themission activities
of Ruhalaya. Thefest drew alarge crowd from nearby areas, and
thefestincluded Mission Exhibition, Cultura Show, Misson Lottery,
Food Stalls, and variousgamesto raisefunds.

xxvi. Visitsof Bishops/Archbishops

Ruhalaya Major
Seminary was
blessed by thevisit
of Bishops/
Archbishopsinthe
initid monthsof the
new Academicyear
| 2024-2025. Mar
Sebastian Vadakel
- visted Ruhdayaon
anumber of occasions. Mar Joseph Pamplany visited Ruhaayaon
the 11" and 12" of September 2024. Mar Gheevarghese Aprem
who camefor Mdliparampil Lectures, stayed in Ruhaayafromthe
16" to 18" of September. Mar Joseph K ollamparambil, the Bishop
of the Eparchy of Jagdalpur, visited Ruhalayaand celebrated the
Holy Qurbana on the 28th of September. His Excellency Mar
ThomasThomasTharayil, theArchbishop Elect of theMetropolitan
Archeparchy of Changanacherry, paid visit to Ruhalayaonthe4th
of October 2024. He met the fathers and brothers and addressed
themintheevening. Mar Thomas Tharayil who celebrateshissilver
jubilee of priesthood and who is elevated as Metropolitan of
Changanachery wasfdlicitated.
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4. OVERSEASMISSIONS
4.1. Canada

Mission Sunday Celebrationisanimportant eventinevery Canadian
church. Thereisspecial homily and collectiondoneinevery church
andthemoney issent for missonwork al over theworld. At present
therearesix active M ST priestsworking inthreedioceses. All the
membersareingood hedthand doingwell intheir repective parishes
and dioceses. Fr. ThomasKakkaniyil

4.2. Tanzania
4.2.1. Chengena Parishi. DukranaDay Celebration

TheMST missionin Tanzaniaorganized the cel ebration of Dukrana
inchengenaon 3 July. All theM ST priestsgathered at Chengenato
celebrate thefeast with other Indian Missionaries. We celebrated
Syro Maabar Qurbanain Mdayadam. Therewerearound 22 priests
from Songeaand other parts of Tanzaniawho joined to celebrate
the Feast.

Wewerevery much ddighted to havethevigting priestsfrom India
who led the celebration in our mother tongue. Rev Frs Thomas
Karamel, Fr Thomas Vattukulam, Fr Thomas Kumba amthanam,
Fr Sunny Perumpuzha, and Fr Viju Muringassery cameto visit our
mission in Africaand to encourage us. We remember them with
gratitudefor their support tothemissioninther possibleway.

ii. Promise of Missionary Associateto M ST

Mr Duurt Huisman, an Italian citizen who joined theM ST Mission
inAfricaasavolunteer through GOCCE anItdian NGO, expressed
hisinterest towork asamissionary Associate of MST. TheGenerd
Council of MST approved his request and he took promise of
Association on July 3, infront of Fr Biju Pullappalil, themission
coordinator of MST asthe delegate of Director General. Fabio
Pancaldi, arepresentative of Duurt Huismanwasa so present during
theceremony.
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iii. Blessing of therenovated Presbytery

Wewerefortunateto havetheArchbishop of Songea, HG Damian
D Ddlutoblesstherenovated presbytery of MST Parishin Chengena
on August 3. Archbishop thanked M ST for its support for the
renovation of the Presbytery. He appreciated M ST fathersand the
Tanzanian M ST administration for the achievement.

iv. Confirmation

Thirty fivechildren of the Chengenaparish received the sacrament
of confirmation on 3 August from theArchbishop of Songea. It was
asolemn celebration of the parishwith al thefaithful fromthe5 sub
stations. We were glad to have Fr Sgji Vandrakunnel MST who
wasvigting our MissoninAfricaconce ebrated with theArchbishop
onthisday. Fr Vandrakunnel spent aweek with themissionaries
herein Tanzania

v. Youth Day program

Theyouth of the Chengena parish gathered in the parish church
fromal the substationsfor aoneday seminar. They werearound 70
youthsfrom theYouth association called UVIKASO. They were
givenaoneday seminar by Fr Charlesfrom the Namtumbo parish.
It wasan enriching program for the youth membersin the parish.

6. Visit of Superior General of OSF

The Superior Genera of the OSF congregation, Very Rev. S Debora
aongwith her Generd Councillorsfrom USA visted MST Mission
in Chengena. The provincial team of OSF Bangalore also
accompanied the General team. They had come to visit the
construction of the new convent. They appreciated the progressin
the construction work inthe parish.

Sk
e
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5.OTHER MINISTRIES
SanthomeFdlowship

A new unit of Santhome Fellowship isinaugurated in Pariyaram,
Kannur.

Financial Support totheMission and the Poor

SanthomeFellowship supportsfinancidly theM ST Missonsthrough
smdl projects. It supported SnehaBhavan, Delhi and RohruMission
inHimachal Pradeshto purchasean inverter. It provided religious
articlesto the Mission centresin Podagad and Bissam-Cuttack in
OdishaMission. A BDSstudent waspartidly hel ped by the Santhome
Fdlowshiptofinish her sudies. Some SanthomeFdlowship members
sponsor boarding students in Odisha. Some members find out
Sponsorsfor the seminariansand otherspromotevocationsto M ST.

Santhome Preshithagni Dhyanam
Santhome Preshithagni Dhyanam is conducted every third

R |
: .

L i ,- \
Saturday of every Month at Deepti Public chapel. Preshithagni
DhyanamwasconductedinIritty inAugust andin Thamarassery in
October.

‘Preshitha Jwala’
TheE-magazine, Preshitha Jwala, ispublished regularly inthefirst
week of every month with the newsand reports of the activities of
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theunitssent by the secretaries.
Visit to Odisha:

Five Associate §

Missonariesvisitedthe
Odisha Mission anc
spent some days witht
the missionaries fromgs
September 2 to_j

\ ; N
thanksto the Missio
Co-ordinator Fr Jose
Cheriyampanat andthe
missionaries in
Laxmipur, JK Pur,
Bissam-Cuttuck,
Baliguda and M.
Rampur.

New L eader ship to Associate Missionaries

Congratul ationsto the Mr Jose Abraham Kizhakkeunnippillil, and
Rev. Sr Jyothi SABS, who are el ected president and secretary of
the Associate Missionariesrespectively. Sincere thanksto Baby
Joseph Varappadavil and Leelamma Joseph Mailady for their
dedicated servicel

Tributeto Fr Peter Kavumpuram

We remember with gratitude and pray for Rev. Fr Peter
Kavumpuram who was one of theformer Councillorsin-charge of
theAssociate Miss onariesand Santhome Fellowship. May hissoul
rest in peace!

Fr Joseph Pulavelil
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NECROLOGY

28/05/2024:Rgji Mathew (55) First cousinof Fr Aryankal ayil
Joseph

08-07-2024: Mr Wilson Vithayathil brother of Fr Varghese
Vithayathil

09-07-2024: Mr Thomas Varkey (92) the paternal grandfather
of Fr Bipin Vadayaparampil

06-08-2024: Sr. Mary Joseline FCC, thefirst Cousin of Fr Antony
Cheeramvdil

10-08-2024: Marykutty Francis(77) Sister of Fr Zacharias
Thudippara

12-08-2024: K athrina Chacko (89) Mother of Fr Sgji Thakadiyel

13-08-2024: Mr Jmmy Varkey (49) First Cousin of Fr Benny
Puthenpuracka

14-08-2024: Mr KA Joseph Kodikulam (77) materna grandfather
of Fr Jose Perumanoor

26-08-2024: Elisabeth Joseph (93) Sister of Fr Joseph
Kannathukuzhy

16-10-2024: DevasiaJohn (94) paterna uncleof Fr Kurian
Kochettonnil

*%* RI P**
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OBITUARY

Birth: February 25, 1955 Ordination: December 23, 1982
Death: September 24, 2024 Funera: September 27, 2024

“I havefought agood fight, | havefinished my course. | have kept

thefaith. Henceforth, thereislaid up for meacrown of righteousness,
whichtheL ord, therighteousjudge, shall givemeat that day: and
not to meonly, but unto all them also that love hisappearing.” (2
Tim4:7-8). Thesewordsof St Paul areverifiedinthelifeof Rev. Fr
Peter Kavumpuram (69) M ST who isamember of theMissionary
Society of S ThomastheApostle, assgned to S AlphonsaMission
Region, Sangli. Heiscalled for hiseternal reward at 7.55 pmon
September 24, 2024 at Bharathi Medical CollegeHospital, Mirgj,
Sangli Dt, Maharastra.

Fr Peter Kavumpuram: A Pioneer Missionary

Fr Peter wasapioneering missonary fromthebeginning of hispriestly
ministry. Immediately after hisordination hewas gppointed ass stant
inthe parishesa Gandipuram (January 1983) and Ramanathapuram,
in the Coimbatore mission and parish priest at Olipparain the
Eparchy of Palakad.

In 1985 hejoined the Pioneer Syro-Maabar Chaplains, Fr George

Mission Sunday 2024




MST Corild

Kavukattu and Fr L onappan Arangassery, in the diocese of Pune,
to organise and stabilise the Syro-Malabar Faithful. When the
eparchy of Kalyan waserected in 1988 Pune Region wasvery well
established asacommunity. Fr Peter who was chaplain then was
appointed thefirst parish priest at Akurdi, Dehu Road and Aundhin
PuneRegionand later thefirst Syro-Ma abar Parish priestin Nashik.

When histerm asRegional Director wasover in 1998, heventured
to start anew Mission at Ma kapur. But hewastransferred to Khed
tofill the gap created by the demise of Fr Theruvanmoolawhowas
then the priest in charge at Khed. The Malkapur project was
eventually shifted to Shahuwadi. Fr Peter wasa soinstrumental in
developing theMission Centresat Khed, Miraj and Ratnagiri. He
rendered hisservicesto DilasaBhavan, Mirg from 2023till hislast
bregth.

Pioneer Chaplainin Melbourne, Australia

Fr Peter wasthefirst officially appointed Chaplain of the Syro-
Malabar Catholics in the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of
Melbourne. Thanks to his foresight and hard work, the Syro-
Maabar community intheArchdiocese of Melbournewasvery well
organised and established. Sincethe Syro-Maabar Chaplaincy in
Archdiocese of Melbourne was awell-organised and established
chaplaincy under theleadership of Fr Peter, with land, immovable
and movableassstsand well organised communities, when, the Syro-
Malabar Eparchy of St ThomastheA postlewasestablishedin 2014,
the Holy See designated e Melbourne asthe headquarters of the
new Syro-Malabar Eparchy. Fr Peter was getting ready togoto
Meélbournein themonth of November 2024 at theinvitation of the
Eparchy to participatein the consecration of the new Cathedral of
the Syro-Malabar Eparchy.

Episcopal Vicar (Syncellus)

Fr Peter Kavumpuram served the Church asthe Episcopal Vicar
(Syncelus) inthe Eparchy of Kalyaninthe Sangli Mission Region
of the M ST and the Episcopal Vicar of Queensland, in the Syro-
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Malabar Eparchy of Melbourne, Australia. The contributionsof Fr
Peter as pioneer missionary and chaplain to the Syro-Malabar
migrantsin thesetwo eparchies, prior to their establishment, are
very much appreciated and esteemed by the Church and the people
whom he served.

Regional Director and General Councillor of MST

In 1993 he was appointed the second Regional Director of St
AlphonsaRegion. Asthe Regiona Director, hewasinstrumenta in
starting many new Mission centreswith thefinancia support of the
General Administration of the M ST. Asthe Regional Director, he
exhibited paternal and materna carefor themissionaries. Fr Peter
Kavumpuram rendered hisservicesto the Missionary Society two
times (terms) asthe Genera Councillor.

All the membersof the Society cherish the memoriesof Fr Peter
whowaslikeafather and amother to them especially when hewas
the General Councillor and Regiona Director. Perhaps, thereisno
onein the Society who has not tasted the delicious food he has
prepared and served. In spite of hishealth problems, heworked
hard with full of energy and enthusiasm and hetirelesdy carried out
the responsibilities entrusted to him. He was a pioneering and
committed missionary and wasvery jovid al throughhislife.

TheLast Daysof Fr Peter Kavumpuram

TheMissionary Society of St ThomastheApostleisvery much
saddened by the unexpected and sudden demise of Rev. Fr Peter
Kavumpuram, who wasvery close and dear to al the membersof
the M ST family asagenuine human person without guile. Dueto
cardiacissuesFr Peter underwent asurgery toinsert pacemaker at
Mar SleevaMedicity Hospital, Palain July 2024. After returningto
themission, on September 21, Fr Peter started feeling dizzy and
swesting. After dinner, heinformed the brother regent that hewasn't
feeling well and went to bed early. Inthe midnight at 0:30 amon
September 22, Fr Peter experienced extremepain, fatigue, dizziness,
and difficulty breathing. With the help of the Regent he contacted
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Father Shgji Parayankuzhyil who guided himto Dr. Param Shetty in
Mirg. Dr. Param Shetty examined Peter without alowing himto get
out of the vehicle. He checked Peter’s blood pressure and heart
rateandimmediatdy referred himto Dr Amit Joshi a Bharati Medicd
Collegein Mirgj. On admissioninto the Cardiac ICU, hisblood
pressure was noted at 70/40, Oxygen levelsvaried between 80-
85% and gjection fraction of the heart wasat 38%. Immediately he
was put on oxygen support and started medi cation.

On Monday (23/09/24) morning Fr Peter was restless and
complained of scomach painspointing to hislack of bowe movement
for the past 3 days. Medication to assist the bowel movementswas
prescribed which was administered in the noon and at night.
Consgdering thehistory of cancer, hewasreferred to the department
of haematol ogy. However the doctor clarified that the cancer issue
was absent and had nothing to do with the haematology. Dueto
lack of urineoutput, catheter wasinserted and after catheterization
theurine output increased and difficulty in breathing was reduced.
Hewasableto consume dinner while on the same medication and
wasableto deepwithinfrequent interruptions.

On Tuesday (24/09/24) morning hiscondition dightly deteriorated.
Hisoxygen administration had to bespiked up and the BPmedication
wasunableto help himinthedesired way any longer. Another echo
wastaken by Dr Joshi, reporting severedeteriorationinthecondition
of hisheart with ventriclefailure. Thecreatininelevel increased to
4.6, suggesting reduced kidney functions. Diadlysiswasnot possible
dueto hislow blood pressure. With additiona difficulty inbreething,
Fr Peter wastakento NIV Mask with theventilator on 100% Oxygen
supply at 12.30 pm. Despite medicationsfor increasing hisurine
output, it had no effect. Hisbody had started to accumul ate water
inside hislungsleading to an aggravated breathing difficulty. His
oxygenlevdsshowed somesgnsof improvement lateintheafternoon
and hewasshifted fromthe NIV mask at 5p.mtoanormal oxygen
mask with 8 litresof oxygen per minute. He had snacksintheevening
and limiting it to acup of teaand two biscuits. During thisperiod
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father spoke of unbearablepain. At 6 pm father wastaken back to
theNIV Mask with theventilator, ashewasunableto maintain his
oxygenleves. Ataround 7.30 pmfather wasincreasingly agitated
with his BP becoming undetectable and reductionsin hisoxygen
levels. Thisled to hisimmediateintubation and wastaken ontothe
ventilator. Astold by the cardiologists, his BP medication was
increased and kept hisoxygen supply at 100 %.

Farewdl toFr Peter Kavumpuram

In spite of the efforts of the doctors to save the life of Fr Peter
Kavumpuram, his health condition deteriorated on September 24.
At 7:35 pm hisheart rate started reducing leading to animmediate
CPR, dong withmedicationfor increasng hisheart rate. However
therewasnoimprovement after 20 minutesof effort by thehedthcare
workers and he succumbed to death at 7:55 PM on the 24th of
September of 2024 at Bharathi Medica CollegeHospitd. Itishard
to believethat Fr Peter isno morewith us. God has Reasonswhich
Reason cannot under stand. L et usbow beforethe mysteriousways
of God.

Thebody of Rev. Fr Peter Kavumpuramwasbrought to S Alphonsa
Forane Church after completing theformditiesat Bharathi Vidyapith
Medical College, Mirgj. On hisjourney to the eternal abode, he
wasgiven afarewell from Sangli Mission at St Alphonsa Forane
Church Mirgj, where hewas parish priest and the Manager of the
School. Thefarewd | prayerswereofficiated by the Regiona Director
Very Rev.Fr ThomasMangalthil, the Regiond Councillors, theparish
priest, the priests and sisters of Sangli Mission, the teachers,
parishionersand theinmates of DilasaBhavan, Mirg. After the
prayers, at 11.30 pm the body was accompanied by Rev. Fr Lijo
Kavunnukattil, Fr Shaji Parayankuzhyil, Fr Biji Kudukkamthadam
and Fr Justin Kanat and taken to Bangalore St John's Medical
College, Bangaloreto be emba med.

Thebody reached Bangalore at 11.30 am on 25 September 2024.
TheMST priestsin Bangal ore prayed the office of the Dead at 2.00
pm after emba ming the body in the presence of afew relativesof Fr

Mission Sunday 2024




MST Corild

Peter. The body was, then, taken to Dharmagiri Hospital,
K othamangalam. Fr Jomon was present at the Hospital to receive
thebody at 0.50 am on 26" Thursday, 2024.

Themorta remainsof Fr Peter were brought homeat Karakunnam
on 26/09/24 at 5.00 pm and kept in St Marys Parish hall
Karakunnam at 6.00 pm. Thefirst part of thefuneral liturgy was
officiated by Mar George Madathikandathil, the bishop of
Kothamangalam at 7.15 am on 27/09/2024 in the parish at
Karakunnam. The body wasthen brought to Deepti Aaram at 9.30
amon 27/09/2024. The body waskept for public viewing in the
Hall near Deepti Public chapel. The Director General and the
membersof the General Council prayed theoffice of the Dead before
commencing thepublicviewing.

Mar Joseph Kallarangatt, the bishop of Palai, offered respectsto
deceased Fr Peter and prayed the office of the dead. Rt Rev. Dr
Silvester Ponnumuthan, the bishop of Punaoor and classmate of Fr
Peter, shared his experiences with Fr Peter and prayed for the
deceased with the other classmateswho were present.

The second part of thefuneral Liturgy beganat 1.30 pmandit was
led by very Rev Fr Vincent Kadalikattilputhenpura, the Director
Generd. Thebody was, then, shifted to the public chapd wherethe
Director General spoke on the life and apostolate of Fr Peter
Kavumpuram. It wasfollowed by Holy Qurbanawhichwaspresided
over by Mar Thomas Elevanal, the bishop of Kalyan, and
concelebrated by Mar Sebastian Vadakel, the bishop of Ujjain, Rt
Rev. Dr Silvester Ponnumuthan, classmate of Fr Peter, and Rev.Fr
Vincent Kadalikattilputhenpura, the Director General. The Holy
Qurbana was concelebrated by a good number MST and other
priestsespecially thefriendsand classmatesof Fr Peter. Besides,
many relaives, religiousandlay faithful joinedthe celebration. Mar
Bosco Puthoor preached the homily after the Gospel. After the
Qurbanaand farewell servicesthe body wastaken to the cemetery
for thefinal phase of funera Ritespresided over by Mar Sebastian
Vadakel. The M ST rememberswith gratitudeall those who send
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condolencesmessages and the bishops, priedts, religious, relatives,
politica leaders, neighbours, well-wishers, and lay faithful whopaid
respectsto Fr Peter and participated inthefuneral rites.

Curriculum Vitae of Fr Peter Kavumpuram

Rev.Fr Peter Kavumpuram M ST (Peterkutty) wasborn on 25-02-
1955 at Karakunnam to devoted Catholic parentsMr Kuriakose
Kavumpurath and Mariakutty Arackal at Karakunnam, in the
eparchy of Kothamangalam. He grew up asthefifth child of his
parents with his siblings Annakutty Mani Thadathil, Jose
(Ouseppachan), Joy (George), Chacko, Francis, Jessy Jose
Panthaat, and Vincy Manud Matheckal.

Fr Peter had hisschool education at Fr Joseph Memoria Schooal,

Puthuppady and passed SSLCin 1972. Theregfter hejoined Deepti

College, the M ST Minor seminary of the M ST, at Melamparain
1972. Hedid hisphilosophy studiesat Carmelgiri Seminary, Aluva
and secured the B.Ph. degree. He did his missionary training
(Regency) a@ theMisson Centrein Barnagar intheeparchy of Ujjain.

He had his theological formation at St Joseph’s Seminary
M angal apuzhaand secured from therethe degree, B.Th, in 1982.

Hewasordained asamissionary priest to servethe Churchinand
through the Missionary Society of St Thomas the Apostle at
Karakunnam on 23-12-1982 by Mar George Punnakottil, thethen
bishop of Kothamangalam. The details of the appointments of Fr
Peter Kavumpuram, after hispriestly ordination, are given below.

Year Place Diocese Title

1983 Jan Gandipuram Palakad Asst. Parish priest
(Coimbotore)

1983-84 Ramanathapuram Palakad Asst. Parish priest

(Coimbotore)

1984-1985 Olippara Palakad Parish Priest
1985 -1988 Pune Pune Chaplain to Syro-
Malabar Catholics
1988-1989 Akurdi, Dehu Kalyan Parish priest
Road, Aundh
1989-1993 Nashik Kalyan Parish priest
1993-1998 Kolhapur Sangli Mission/ Regional Director/

Kalyan

Episcopal Vicar
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1998-1999

1999-2003

2003-2008
2008-2010

2011-2014

2014-2016

2016-2018

2018-2023
2023-2024

Malkapur
Khed

MST Generalate
Miraj

Melbourne
Brisbane
Brisbane
Ratnagiri

MST Generalate
Dilasa Bhavan,
Miraj

Sangli Mission
Kalyan

Sangli Mission
Kalyan
Generalate, Pala
Sangli Mission
Kalyan
Archdiocese of
Melbourne

Syro-Malabar Eparchy Parish priest,

Pioneer Missionary

Priest in Charge

General Councillor
Priest in Charge/

Manager

Chaplain Syro-
Malabar Catholics

of St Thomas, Melbourne
Episcopal Vicar

Queensland, AUS

Sangli Mission
Kalyan
Generalate, Pala
Sangli Mission
Kalyan

Priest in Charge

General Councillor
Priest in Charge

Fr Lonappan Arangassery,
Secretary General MST
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APPENDI X

MISSIONARY SOCIETY OF
ST THOMAS THE APOSTLE

Deepti Bhavan, Melampara - 686 578, Kottayam Dt. Kerala, India

CIRCULAR: X1/9/2023-2028
September 1, 2024
Your Excellencies, Reverend Fathers and Brothers,
Warmest Greetings from MST Generalate!
In tin the All of the Priests

As per decision of the General A bly XI: “The A bly decided to have 5% increment of
allowance every year”, and I am happy to inform you that the General Council has decided to
make 5% increment in the monthly allowance. The increment will amount to Rs 600/~ and the
total allowance of the MST priests from the month of July 2024 will be Rs12600.00. Ten per
cent of the increased allowance Rs1260.00 (1200+60) will naturally go to the MST Insurance
Fund.,

Initiation of the Process of Erection of American Coordination

According to the MST Constitutions and Directives, 177.5, A “Coordination oulside India
with ten or more members shall have its Coordinator appointed by the Director General, from
a panel of three proposed through election by the bers of the Coordination. Such a
Coordinator is an ex-officio member in the General Assembly”. 1 am happy to announce that
the General Council has decided to initiate the process of erecting Coordination in the USA for
the members ministering in the United States of America.

Committee to Elect the Panel of Coordinator

As part of the process of erecting a Coordination in the USA, with the consent of the Council, |
have appointed a committee of three MST priests, Fr Jacob Njarolil, as convener, Fr Siby
Kochettathottu and Fr Ashish Keeranchira as members, to conduct the election for the panel of
three eligible candidates from whom one will be appointed the Coordinator by the Director
General. The Committee is asked to submit to me the list of three eligible candidates on the 31*
of October, 2024.

Holy Qurbana for General Fund and Communion Fund

You are reminded to return ‘the signed letters via email or by post indicating the number of
Holy Qurbanas celebrated for the General Fund and the Communion Fund to the Treasurer
General. It has been observed from the files that there are still a few members who have not yet
given the Qurbana accounts in this regard. If anybody did not get the letter from the Treasurer
General, please contact his office.

Yours in Christ Jesus,

L VT
Fr Vincent Kadalikattilputhenpura . Fr Lanappan Aulngassep{
Director General, MST - Secretary General, M

Phone: 04822-236353 / 9497284589 (Off.)
i id.org E-mail: g late@gmail.com
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